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Saving Money

During the holidays, it is natural to
spend a lot of money and then have
to economize later. There is one way
to save many dollars — using
household items as cleaning
products.

Because of today’s advertising
world, it often is easier to pick up a
very expensive product because you
have been convinced that you need
it. However, some everyday items
you probably have around the house
are VERY inexpensive and work just
as well as the costly ones.

Here are a few ones to consider:

o Air freshener: place a bowl of
vinegar in the kitchen or
bathroom to absorb odors

o Drains: for a great once-a-month
drain cleaner, pour 1/2 cup
baking soda into the drain,
follow with 1/2 cup white
vinegar -- it will foam. Cover
and let sit 30 minutes and then
flush with cool water.

e For stubborn, slow-running
drains: pour 1-cup baking soda
and 1-cup salt down the drain.
Follow this with 2 quarts boiling
water. Let sit 30 minutes, and
then flush with cool water.

e Tile countertops: to clean
ceramic tile, where mold and
mildew accumulate, use a
combination of 1/4 cup baking
soda, 1/2 cup white vinegar, 1-
gallon warm water, and 1-cup
ammonia.

Alternatively, regularly clean
kitchen surfaces by using a spray
bottle mixed with ¥%-cup vinegar
and a quart of water.
Glass cleaner: when glass-
cleaning products leave residue
on bathroom mirrors, mix 3
tablespoons of vinegar with a
quart of water in a clean plastic
spray bottle. Spray glass and
wipe with a clean paper towel.
Dishwasher: empty the
dishwasher, pour in a ¥ cup of
vinegar, and run the dishwasher
again.
Even if you prefer not to use the
dishwasher, run at least once a
week to keep seals from
becoming hard and cracked.
Refrigerators: clean regularly
with soap and water; place a cup
of baking soda in a bowl on a
refrigerator shelf to absorb odors.
A cup of dry unused coffee
grinds can also absorb odors
when placed on a refrigerator
shelf.
Washing machine: a half cup of
baking soda can be added to the
washing machine with regular
detergent to help with mild odors
Toilets: remove waterline marks
in the toilet bowl by pouring in 2
cups of white vinegar. Let soak
overnight, then flush to rinse. If
this does not work, rub the
waterline mark with a wet
pumice stone.
Carpet stains: vacuum the carpet
(Continued on page 2)
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i Did You Know?
Did you know that you could report your maintenance on our updated Web
Worth Ross Site? It’s easy, just go to www.worthross.com and choose Resident
Management Co. Inc. Information, and then, Maintenance Form. Just fill in each item, tabbing
4145 Travis St., #204 from one to another, and send. We will send a confirmation e-mail to you.

Dallas, TX 75204 _ _

(800) 522-9119 Know someone Who is looking fqr ahome?

(214) 522-9100 Know a homeowner who would like to rent out their home? Refer them to
Fax: (214) 528-6889 us and we will reward you. We just need a name and telephone number of
the person you are referring, or simply have them mention your name
when they call us. Call, fax, or send us an e-mail to earn your reward
today.

worth@worthross.com
www.worthross.com
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4145 Travis St., #204
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(Continued from page 1) Helpful Maintenance Tips

if the stain is dry. To fix a broken light bulb, first unplug
If the stain is still wet, blot gently to remove excess — blot, do the light fixture (do not eliminate this
NOT rub. step). Then cut part of a carrot or a

Lightly soak the carpet stain with clean water first to remove the potato in half and push the cut side of
stain — blot, do NOT rub. one of the halves onto the broken

bulb. Twist the potato “counter
clockwise” to remove the bulb.

To reduce heating bills, clean furnace
filters regularly. Clogged coils reduce
the efficiency of the heater.

Use a “reasonable” level of heat in
the residence. Sometimes, turning
down the heat just a few degrees can
reduce an energy bill.

If the stain remains, mix a 3 Tablespoons of vinegar with a quart
of water in a spray bottle and spray the stain; blot again; do NOT
rub.

If this fails, consult a professional carpet cleaner immediately;
the longer you wait may mean the stain may not come out.

There are many more ways to use these home products and
economize after the holiday season, as well as all year round. Give
them a try, it may help your budget. $




